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State Departments 
MHSA Progress Report* 

Fiscal Year 10-11 
Reporting Period: July 1 – December 31, 2010 

Department    Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) 
 
  
 (ADULT PROJECT) 
1. Identify 2-3 highlights for this reporting period 

1. Supported the Task Force for Criminal Justice on Mental Health Issues (TFCJCMHI) in developing recommendations to improve outcomes for  
                persons with mental illness in the criminal justice system. 

2. Conducted public hearings in Los Angeles and Sacramento to receive public comment and input on draft recommendations of the TFCJCMHI. 
3. Appointed a Veterans Court Working Group to develop resources for court programs serving military veterans with mental health and co-occurring  

                disorders (in partnership with the Collaborative Justice Courts Advisory Committee/CJCAC). 
 

 
2. Please list all the goals/objectives/activities/deliverables for this reporting period as listed in the MOU work plan and provide an update. 
Goal 1 TO INCREASE UNDERSTANDING AND NEEDS OF MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES IN THE COURTS. 

Objectives 1a 
Increase the ability and skill level of judicial officers who hear cases involving individuals with a mental illness. 

  
Due Date 

 
Status on achieving 
objective, activities and 
deliverables (insert links) 

 
Identify outstanding 
policy and program 
issues 

 
Identify activities being 
coordinated with the 
local mental health 
system and other 
partners 

 
Upcoming 
events/opportunities/ 
resources anticipated during 
the next  six months 

Major activities/deliverables: 
1. Disseminate locally generated 

best and promising practices to 
trial courts. 

6/30/2011 On-going activity; initial goals 
achieved in 2009. 
•  Disseminated mental health 
guides to over 100 judicial 
officers attending the 2010 
Judicial College. 

•  Disseminated evidence-
based practice materials to 
parole re-entry projects. 

None noted. • Being done in 
coordination with the 
Education Division of the 
AOC, the Collaborative 
Justice Courts Advisory 
Committee, the 
TFCJCMHI, and 
DMH/LTCS. 

•  Provide on-going support of 
electronic distribution 
information services for judicial 
officers working in mental health 
courts. 

•  Maintain partnerships with CA 
Association of Drug Court 
Professionals, Forensic Mental 
Health Association of California 
and other organizations. 
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Due Date 

 
Status on achieving 
objective, activities and 
deliverables (insert links) 

 
Identify outstanding 
policy and program 
issues 

 
Identify activities being 
coordinated with the 
local mental health 
system and other 
partners 

 
Upcoming 
events/opportunities/ 
resources anticipated during 
the next  six months 

2. Develop and support educational 
programming for 35-50 judicial 
officers working with court users 
with a mental illness. 

6/30/2011 Completed in 2009; this will 
remain as an on-going 
annual goal.  
•  Mental health related 
courses offered to 42 
judicial officers as part of the 
2010 Family Dispute 
Resolution Regional 
Training Program. 

•  AOC offered mental health 
course to 27 judicial officers 
at the 2010 Judicial College; 
additional AOD/co-occurring
disorders course offered to 
a total of 107 judicial 
officers.  

Potential venue limitations 
due to budget crisis. 

• Exploring collaborative 
opportunities including 
CIMH, CMHDA and 
DMH; maintaining 
existing partnerships with 
NADCP, CADCP, local 
courts in providing 
educational 
programming. 

•  Continue working with the 
Education Division of the AOC 
(CJER) to identify educational 
venues and options. 

•  Working with CJER to develop 
courses for the AOC’s spring 
Advanced Issues and Topics 
Institute in April 2011. 

•  Developing courses and 
training faculty for the AOC’s 
Family Law Education Week in 
April 2011.  

•  Pilot the Mental Health Court 
Issues in Criminal Courts 
training through the Local Court 
Delivery Initiative to one court, 
on-site. 

Objectives 1b 
Assist court administrators who manage special programs that target individuals with a mental illness. 
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Due Date 
 
Status on achieving 
objective, activities and 
deliverables (insert links) 

 
Identify outstanding 
policy and program 
issues 

 
Identify activities being 
coordinated with the 
local mental health 
system and other 
partners 

 
Upcoming 
events/opportunities/ 
resources anticipated during 
the next  six months 

Major activities/deliverables: 
1. Develop and disseminate job aides 
to 100 court administrators and 
coordinators serving court users with 
a mental illness in criminal, juvenile 
and civil courts. 

6/30/2011 Completed in 2009; on-going 
annual goal. 
•  Initiated planning for the 
third Regional Elder 
Abuse/Elder Issues 
Roundtable; creating course 
plan and materials. 

None noted other than 
some opportunities may be 
limited due to cancellation 
of some statewide judicial 
education programs for 
budget reasons. 

• Exploring additional 
venue and program 
opportunities. 

•  Veterans Courts project to 
create a job aids for volunteer 
mentors working with veterans 
in courts. 

•  Veterans Courts project 
identifying resources and needs 
for court personnel, judicial 
officers and mentors working 
with veterans in CA courts. 
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2. Support training for 35-50 court 
coordinators & staff to improve 
services & outcomes for court users 
with mental illness. 

6/30/2011 Completed in 2009 but the 
AOC continues to provide 
training for trial court staff. 
•  Interdisciplinary Mental 
Health Workshop offered as 
part of the 2010 Family 
Dispute Resolution Regional 
Training Program for over 
290 court mediators and 
other professionals working 
in family courts around the 
state. 

• Presented Behavioral Health 
Court Evaluation study at 
the Annual ADP Training 
conference; policy and 
practice implications for 
mental health court 
programs highlighted; 15 
coordinators, provider 
specialists, and 
court/community leaders 
participated. 

Same as above.  • Exploring new 
collaborative partners 
including CIMH, CMHDA 
and DMH. 

•  Explore options for developing 
alternative delivery including 
webinar and regional training as 
budget allows. 

•  Support third regional (central 
valley) Elder Abuse Roundtable 
addressing topics of elder 
abuse, cognitive impairment 
and mental illness and the law. 

Objectives 1c 
Determine training needs in the area of mental health and develop interdisciplinary training opportunities for judges and court staff. 
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Due Date 
 
Status on achieving 
objective, activities and 
deliverables (insert links) 

 
Identify outstanding 
policy and program 
issues 

 
Identify activities being 
coordinated with the 
local mental health 
system and other 
partners 

 
Upcoming 
events/opportunities/ 
resources anticipated during 
the next  six months 

Major activities/deliverables: 
1. Conduct two regional symposia 

for 50 judges and court 
personnel. 

6/30/2011 On-going activity. 
•  Co-sponsored a 3-day re-
entry court conference for 7 
court teams and judges 
working in pilot re-entry 
programs statewide; 43 court 
participants. 

•  Co-sponsored the Sargent 
Shriver Civil Representation 
webinar series focusing on 
collaborative court principles 
in a variety of courts 
including mental health 
courts. Over 20 judicial 
officers and court 
staff/attorneys participated in 
the webinar series. 

Programming options 
somewhat limited due to 
state and local budget 
considerations. 

• Exploring new 
collaborative partners 
including CIMH, CMHDA 
and DMH. 

•  Continue to identify 
opportunities to work with 
statewide re-entry court 
projects and mental 
health/drug court coordinators-
possible conference mid-2011. 

• Plan/support collaborative 
justice court workshop for 
court staff (including focus on 
mental health courts.); 
tentatively scheduled for late 
spring/early summer. 
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Due Date 
 
Status on achieving 
objective, activities and 
deliverables (insert links) 

 
Identify outstanding 
policy and program 
issues 

 
Identify activities being 
coordinated with the 
local mental health 
system and other 
partners 

 
Upcoming 
events/opportunities/ 
resources anticipated during 
the next six months 

2. Identify state and national 
education and outreach 
programs designed to enhance 
the effectiveness of case 
processing and case outcomes 
for mentally ill offenders in adult 
and juvenile court.  

6/30/2011 On-going activity. 
•  Collaborated with Federal 
Judicial Center and the 
Stanford Criminal Justice 
Center to develop workshop 
for re-entry court teams 
including a focus on re-entry 
for paroles with mental 
illness.  

None noted. • Actively disseminating 
information concerning 
SAMHSA, Council of 
State Government, the 
National Judicial 
College, and other 
mental health 
educational 
opportunities to mental 
health court 
coordinators, task force 
members and members 
of the CJCAC. 

•  Staff assigned to identify and 
disseminate training 
information on an on-going 
basis/as available.  

Goal 2: DEVELOP A RESEARCH COMPONENT TO EVALUATE COURT PROGRAMS FOR PERSONS WITH MENTAL ILLNESS IN THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM. 

Objectives 2a:  
Establish a project to identify and disseminate best practices for assisting juvenile and adult court users with a mental illness. 

Major activities/deliverables: 
1. Identify methods for evaluating 

the long-term effectiveness of 
mental health programs in the 
court. 

6/30/2011 • Launched evaluation 
project. 

• Conducted survey of 
California’s adult mental 
health courts. 

Budget and staffing resources; 
not anticipated to be major 
impediments at this time. 

• Data collection project 
included ADP, DSS, 
local courts, AOC and 
the National Center for 
State Courts. 

• Review data related to tracing 
outcomes and identify best 
practices in collaborative 
courts including mental health 
courts. 

Objectives 2b 
Establish a research component to assist in local and statewide planning efforts for courts. 



7 *Progress report information will be posted on the DMH webpage at http://www.dmh.ca.gov/Prop_63MHSA/State_Interagency_Partners.asp 

State Departments 
MHSA Progress Report* 

Fiscal Year 10-11 
Reporting Period: July 1 – December 31, 2010 

 
  

Due Date 
 
Status on achieving 
objective, activities and 
deliverables (insert links) 

 
Identify outstanding 
policy and program 
issues 

 
Identify activities being 
coordinated with the 
local mental health 
system and other 
partners 

 
Upcoming 
events/opportunities/ 
resources anticipated during 
the next six months 

Major activities/deliverables: 
1. Assist court in their efforts to 

respond more effectively to 
mentally ill court users by 
identifying best practices, 
conducting needs 
assessments, analyzing cost-
benefits outcomes of court 
programs and services for 
mentally ill court users, and 
collaborating with a variety of 
stakeholders, including local 
departments of 
mental/behavioral health, 
treatment/service providers, 
and court users and their 
families. 

6/30/2011 On-going activity. 
• Launched best practices 

initiative research project.  
• Analyzing data from 

mental health court survey 
concerning practices, 
numbers, outcomes, etc. 
(in progress). 

• Initiated planning/focus 
groups for development of 
a Geriatric Guide for 
Judicial Officers. 

•  AOC presentation to 
MHSA Interagency 
partners related to the 
work of the TFCHCMI. 

 

None noted. • Working with state 
hospital partners to 
improve communication 
between courts and 
hospitals related to 
individuals found 
Incompetent to Stand 
Trial. 

•  Identifying ways to 
improve responses to 
elders including those 
with mental illness and 
related conditions.  

• Workgroup of judges and state 
hospital administrators to 
continue meeting to discuss 
issues of common concern. 

• Participate in Archstone’s Elder 
Abuse and Neglect Initiative 
conference calls, educational 
sessions, etc. 

• Select 3 adult mental health 
courts for Phase II Evaluation 
Study. 

• Draft Geriatric Guide for 
Judicial Officers. 

• Regional Elder Abuse 
Roundtable May 2011 (central 
valley). 

2. Through the Collaborative 
Justice Courts Advisory 
Committee, study utilization of 
courts, identifying promising 
practices related to mental 
health courts. 

6/30/2011 On-going activity. None noted other than 
advisory committee 
meetings have been limited 
to 1 in-person meeting per 
year. 

• Continue collaborations 
with NAMI, COMIO, 
DMH, etc. to identify 
and report on best or 
evidence-based 
practices. 

• Provide regular reports to the 
Judicial Council and relevant 
advisory committees. 

• Provide reports and updates to 
COMIO and other partners 
upon request. 

Goal 3: PROVIDE SUPPORT TO MENTAL HEALTH-RELATED PROGRAMS IN THE COURTS. 

Objectives 3a 
Establish a research component to assist in local and statewide planning efforts for courts. 
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Due Date 

 
Status on achieving 
objective, activities and 
deliverables (insert links) 

 
Identify outstanding 
policy and program 
issues 

 
Identify activities being 
coordinated with the 
local mental health 
system and other 
partners 

 
Upcoming 
events/opportunities/ 
resources anticipated during 
the next  six months 

Major activities/deliverables: 
1. Provide staff support, 
education, and training to the Task 
Force for Criminal Justice 
Collaboration on Mental Health 
Issues. 

6/30/2011 On-going None noted. •  Conducted and 
supported TFCJCMHI 
meetings (6 total) 
including all 
subcommittee meetings 
(total: 44) and 
educational sessions 
(total: 2). Task force 
membership is 
interdisciplinary, multi-
agency. 

•  Present final report to the 
Judicial Council on April 29, 
2011. 

2. Provide staff support to 
programs for court users with a 
mental illness. 

6/30/2011 On-going activity. 
• Staff information and 

referral service for 
mentally ill court users 
and/or family members. 

None noted. •  Implemented 
standardized referral 
process at the AOC for 
court users. 

•  Explore opportunities to expand 
training and/or resource support 
for self-help centers in the 
courts. 

3. Provide staff and resource 
support to mental/behavioral 
health court projects and 
programs. 

6/30/2011 On-going activity. 
 

None noted. •  Authored an article for 
the Journal of Elder 
Abuse and Neglect 
entitled Building Systems 
that Work. 

•  Provide staff support for 
communications network for 
judicial officers. 

•  Provide technical assistance to 
the courts upon request. 

•  Staff Veterans Court Project. 

Goal 4: ASSIST COURTS IN THEIR EFFORTS TO REPSOND MORE EFFECTIVELY TO MENTALLY ILL COURT USERS. 
Objective 4a 
Identify best practices in responding to court users with mental illness. 
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Due Date 

 
Status on achieving objective, 
activities and deliverables 
(insert links) 

 
Identify outstanding 
policy and program 
issues 

 
Identify activities being 
coordinated with the 
local mental health 
system and other 
partners 

 
Upcoming 
events/opportunities/ 
resources anticipated during 
the next  six months 

1. Using best practices, improve 
case processing and outcomes 
in collaboration with state and 
local partners, including DMH 
and local departments of 
mental/behavioral health. 

6/30/2011 On-going activity. 
•  Presentation by the 
TFCJCMHI CSAC’s annual 
meeting. 

•  Conducted two public 
hearings (LA and Sacramento) 
to receive public input on the 
draft report and 
recommendations of the 
TFCJCMHI 

•  Analyzed comments from 66 
individual commentators 
providing input on 708 
comments related to adult 
focused recommendations. 

None noted other than 
local and state budget 
restrictions have 
impacted some 
opportunities to 
sponsor/conduct larger 
meetings. 

•  Continue to work with 
criminal justice and 
mental health partners 
(state and local) 
including DMH, COMIO, 
law enforcement, etc. to 
identify and recommend 
best practices in 
conjunction with the 
TFCJCMHI. 

•  Present final report to the 
Judicial Council on April 29, 
2011; best practice 
recommendations included 
throughout the report. 

2. Conduct needs assessments to 
determine what needs must be 
met for mentally ill court users.

6/30/2011 On-going activity. 
• TFCJCMHI evaluated best 
practices nation-wide to 
identify common needs and 
services related to MIOs. 

None noted. •  Continue to work with 
research unit on 
assessment projects. 

•  Launch Phase II of Mental 
Health Courts’ Evaluation Plan; 
identify needs when conducting 
on-site visits. 
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Due Date 

 
Status on achieving 
objective, activities and 
deliverables (insert links) 

 
Identify outstanding 
policy and program 
issues 

 
Identify activities being 
coordinated with the 
local mental health 
system and other 
partners 

 
Upcoming events/opportunities/ 
resources anticipated during the 
next  
 six months 

3. Analyze cost-benefit outcomes of 
court programs and services for 
court users with a mental illness. 

6/30/2011 On-going activity. 
•  Surveyed CA mental health 
courts to identify costs as 
part of evaluation study. 

None noted. •  Review completed in 
2009; continue to monitor 
trends/ new information. 

•  Analyze survey data to determine 
costs/outcome benefits for CA 
adult mental health courts. 

Objectives 4b 
Collaborate with a variety of stakeholders including local departments of mental/behavioral health, treatment/service providers, and court users and their families. 

1. Assist court administrators who 
manage special programs 
designed for persons with 
mental illness by developing 
linkages with local departments 
of mental/behavioral health, 
treatment/service providers, 
court users and their families, 
and other stakeholders. 

6/30/2011 On-going activity. 
•  Created You-Tube video to 
publicize the work of the 
TFCJCMHI: 
http://www.courtinfo.ca.gov/r
eference/videos.htm (see: 
11/18/2010). 

None noted. •  Meet regularly with drug 
court/mental health court 
administrators. 

•  Provide information and 
technical assistance to 
courts applying for 
grants. 

•  Serve as liaison 
between members of the 
public and local 
programs. 

•  Provide on-going 
technical assistance to 
mental health courts and 
other collaborative 
courts. 

•  Schedule/respond as needed. 
•  Provide technical assistance to 
courts applying for current 
grants/funding including the 
Bureau of Justice Assistance 
Justice and Mental Health 
Collaboration Program grants. 

 

http://www.courtinfo.ca.gov/reference/videos.htm
http://www.courtinfo.ca.gov/reference/videos.htm
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Due Date 

 
Status on achieving 
objective, activities and 
deliverables (insert links) 

 
Identify outstanding 
policy and program 
issues 

 
Identify activities being 
coordinated with the 
local mental health 
system and other 
partners 

 
Upcoming events/opportunities/ 
resources anticipated during 
the next  

 six months 

2. Develop services/training for 25-
50 court resource coordinators 
and other administrative staff to 
support their ability to coordinate 
referrals to treatment/resource 
organizations, collect data, 
convey information to the court, 
and work with justice system and 
community partners to modify 
practices to better meet needs of 
clients and a changing 
environment. 

6/30/2011 On-going activity; initial goals 
achieved in 2009.  
•  Offered interdisciplinary 
mental health workshops for 
the Family Dispute 
Resolution Regional 
Training Program identifying 
effective practices for 
working with parents with 
mental illness in Family 
Court.  

Local and state budget 
limitations impact ability of 
personnel to travel to off-
site trainings. 

•  Periodic discussions 
with CA Association of 
Drug Court Professionals 
and mental health 
partners underway. 

•  No specific activity scheduled at 
this time; options being explored. 

Goal 5: SERVE AS A LIAISON BETWEEN THE AOC, DMH, COUNCIL ON MENTALLY ILL OFFENDERS (COMIO), AND RELATED EXECUTVIE BRANCH 
DEPARTMENTS AND COMMUNITY-BASED RPOGRAMS. 

Objectives 5a 
Work collaboratively with DMH, COMIO, and other departments to provide resources to improve programs for court users with a mental illness. 
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Due Date 
 
Status on achieving 
objective, activities and 
deliverables (insert links) 

 
Identify outstanding 
policy and program 
issues 

 
Identify activities being 
coordinated with the 
local mental health 
system and other 
partners 

 
Upcoming 
events/opportunities/ 
resources anticipated during 
the next  
 six months 

1. Develop web-based resource in 
consultation with DMH to 
improved interdisciplinary access 
to information and 
recommendations. 

6/30/2011 •  Redesigned AOC’s 
Collaborative Courts 
(including mental health 
courts) website to improve 
user accessibility.  

Potential resource and 
technical issues. 

•  AOC to coordinate with 
DMH and CIMH. 

•  Continue planning/option 
discussions with DMH/CIMH, 
DMH/LTCS, Archstone, COMIO, 
Words to Deeds, etc. 

•  Continue to refine collaborative 
courts/mental health courts 
website to improve access to 
information. 

•  Explore web-based educational 
opportunities for judicial officers 
and court staff working in mental 
health courts. 

2. Attend quarterly MHSA 
Interagency meetings. 

6/30/2011 On-going; regular attendance 
at all meetings 

None noted. • Participate and present as 
appropriate/required. 

•  In addition to attending MHSA 
Interagency meetings, the AOC 
will regularly participate in 
meetings of the COMIO and 
other statewide and regional 
organizations upon 
request/invitation.  

3. Attend prevention and early 
intervention (PEI) roundtables. 

6/30/2011 Completed in 2008-2009. None noted. • Continue to collaborate 
with CIMH as new 
opportunities arise. 

•  None noted at this time. 

Other accomplishments (new):  
1. Recruited and supervised social work forensic mental health services interns/externs working in mental health courts or at the AOC on policy issues (in conjunction with 

CJCAC). 
Additional Goals (new): 
2. Recruit and supervise up to 8 law student interns/externs to work in mental health courts, veterans’ courts, and other collaborative courts each year. 
 



13 

State Departments 
MHSA Progress Report* 

Fiscal Year 10-11 
Reporting Period: July 1 – December 31, 2010 

*Progress report information will be posted on the DMH webpage at http://www.dmh.ca.gov/Prop_63MHSA/State_Interagency_Partners.asp 

 
Additional Goals (new), continued: 
3. Launch outreach project to law schools and develop curriculum materials, courses, or presentations related to mental health courts, veterans’ courts, or other collaborative 
courts; three law school presentations scheduled for early/mid 2011. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Submit electronic copies of reports by January 31, 2010 to: 
Debbie Manas 
Department of Mental Health  
Community Services Division 
Debbie.manas@dmh.ca.gov 

mailto:Debbie.manas@dmh.ca.gov
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JUVENILE PROJECT 
Department    Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) 
 
(JUVENILE PROJECT) 
1. Identify 2-3 highlights for this reporting period 

1. Drafted 116 juvenile recommendations related to the report and recommendations of the Task Force for Criminal Justice Collaboration on Mental Health Issues (TFCJCMHI)  
 and revised/amended report as needed. (Based on input from 66 commentators including comments from 2 public hearings.) 
2. Designed courses for family court judge and staff related to parents with mental illness and impacts on children. 
3. Collected evaluation data and other information from California’s juvenile mental health courts. 
  

2. Please list all the goals/objectives/activities/deliverables for this reporting period as listed in the MOU work plan and provide an update. 
Goal 1: DEVELOP A RESEARCH COMPONENT TO IDENTIFY AND EVALUATE PROGRAMS FOR JUVENILE OFENDERS WITH MENTAL ILLNESS TO INCREASE 
UNDERSTANDING AND NEEDS RELATED TO THE JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM. 

Objectives 1a 
Establish a project to identify needs, evaluate effective and to disseminate best/promising practices. 
  

Due Date 
 
Status on achieving 
objective, activities and 
deliverables (insert links) 

 
Identify outstanding 
policy and program 
issues 

 
Identify activities being 
coordinated with the local 
mental health system and 
other partners 

 
Upcoming events/opportunities/ 
resources anticipated during 
the next  six months 

Major activities/deliverables: 
1. Conduct a needs assessment of the 

courts and/or justice system 
partners to determine level of 
needs. 

6/30/2012 • Conducted survey of juvenile 
mental health courts in 
California.  

None noted at this time. • AOC, ADP, DDS, and local 
courts. 

•  Evaluate data collected and 
select 3 juvenile mental health 
courts for on-site visits. 

2. Identify methods of evaluating long-
term effectiveness of mental health 
programs in juvenile courts. 

6/30/2012 • Launched Best Practices 
Approach Initiative (in 
progress). 

None noted at this time. •  Potential partners being 
identified. 

•  Release AOC Briefing Paper on 
Juvenile Mental Health 
Screening and Assessment. 

3. Identify best/promising practices to 
improve case processing/outcomes 
with state and local partners. 

6/30/2012 • Juvenile subcommittee of the
  TFCJCMHI met and finalized
  all recommendations for the  
  final report. 

None noted at this time. •  Potential partners being 
identified. 

•  Release final recommendations 
relating to juveniles with mental 
illness in the delinquency system 
as part of the TFCJMHI final 
report. 
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Due Date 
 
Status on achieving 
objective, activities and 
deliverables (insert links) 

 
Identify outstanding 
policy and program 
issues 

 
Identify activities being 
coordinated with the local 
mental health system and 
other partners 

 
Upcoming events/opportunities/ 
resources anticipated during 
the next  six months 

Goal 2: TO PROVIDE SUPPORT FOR JUDICIAL OFFICERS WHO HEAR CASES INVOLVING JUVENILE OFFENDERS WITH A MENTAL ILLNESS. 

Objectives 2a 
Increase the ability and skill level of judicial officers, court staff, justice system, and treatment/service partners at state and local levels in the area of court-related mental health 
strategies, programs and services for those working with juvenile offenders with a mental illness. 
Major activities/deliverables: 

1. Develop and/or disseminate job 
aids to 100 judicial officers in 
juvenile mental health courts. 

6/30/2012 In progress. 
• Materials disseminated to 
faculty and participants at 
judicial training programs. 

None noted at this time 
other than limitations on 
purchase of materials due 
to budget considerations. 

•  Council of State 
Governments 

•  TFCJCMHI juvenile 
subcommittee 

•  Mental Health guides available 
for any upcoming judicial 
education programs including fall 
Juvenile Law Institute. 

2. Disseminate locally generated 
best/promising practices to juvenile 
courts and juvenile justice partners.

6/30/2012 In progress. 
• AOC Briefing on Juvenile 
Mental health Screening and 
Assessment researched and 
drafted. 

None noted at this time. •  Juvenile Law Advisory 
Committee and juvenile 
subcommittee of the 
TFCJCMHI. 

•  Disseminate AOC Briefing on 
Juvenile Mental Screening and 
Assessment to judicial officers in 
juvenile and family courts. 

3. Develop and support educational 
programming for judicial officers 
working with court users with a 
mental illness, including training 
25-35 judicial officers at the annual 
Beyond the Bench Conference. 

6/30/2012 Goal met in June 2010 (200 
judges). 
• Continued to support training 
opportunities for judicial 
officers in juvenile courts 
through CJER Institutes. 

None noted at this time. •  Work with TFCJCMHI and 
Collaborative Justice 
Courts Advisory 
Committee to develop 
courses for upcoming 
conferences. 

•  Provide technical support and 
faculty for upcoming Juvenile 
Law Institutes, the Judicial 
College, and Family Law 
Education Week (April 2011). 

•  Launch planning for 2011 
Beyond the Bench Conference. 

 
 

*Progress report information will be posted on the DMH webpage at http://www.dmh.ca.gov/Prop_63MHSA/State_Interagency_Partners.asp 
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4. Develop and maintain a website 
linked to DMH and other partners 
for disseminating best practices 
information and models 

6/30/2012 • Redesigned AOC’s  
  Collaborative Justice Courts’ 
  website to include access to  
  juvenile mental health court 
  information. 
 

None noted at this time. •  Potential partners being 
identified. 

•  Additional web information to be 
identified and included in an 
expanded mental health courts 
webpage.  

•  AOC will launch new website 
that includes links to DMH and 
other partners in early 2011. 

Goal 3: PROVIDE SUPPORT TO MENTAL HEALTH-RELATED PROGRAMS IN JUVENILE COURT.  

Objectives 3a:  
Develop linkages with the state and local departments of mental health, juvenile justice partners, and treatment/service providers. 

Major activities/deliverables: 
1. Develop training for 25-50 court 

administrative staff to support 
coordination of services, data 
collection, and other needs 
identified by the Task Force for 
Criminal Justice Collaboration on 
Mental Health Issues. 

6/30/2012 Completed; reclassified as an 
annual goal. Met goal in 2010 
by serving approximately 450 
court staff/court professionals 
at the Beyond the Bench 
Conference. 
• Conducted Interdisciplinary 
Mental Health Workshop at 5 
regional workshops for 298 
(registered) family court 
mediators and other court 
professionals in Fall 2010; 
focus included providing for 
children’s safety and well-
being if a family member has 
a mental illness. 

Budget and travel 
restrictions may impact 
venue options in 2010-
2011. 

•  Education Division of the 
AOC. 

•  Potential partners to be 
identified. 

• Juvenile subcommittee of 
the TFCJCMHI. 

• Contact potential partners to 
discuss ways to co-sponsor 
webinars and other programming 
for criminal justice team members 
working with juvenile offenders with 
mental health issues. 
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2. Promote collaboration between 
courts and mental health providers 
working with juveniles by hosting 
regional meetings between trial 
courts and local service providers. 

6/30/2012 In progress: work plan being 
developed. 

Budget and travel 
restrictions may impact 
venue options in FY 2010-
2011. 

•  Potential partners to be 
identified. 

•  Initiate contact with potential 
partners including CMHDA and 
CIMH. 

•  Revise webpage to include DMH, 
CMHDA, CIMH links. 

3. Develop a website providing 
resource and contact information 
for access by local courts and 
service providers. 

6/30/2012 In progress. 
Initial design of mental health 
courts webpage completed. 

None noted at this time. •  Additional partners 
including juvenile probation 
to be identified.  

•  Continue discussions with 
partners including juvenile 
probation, juvenile courts and 
mental health partners. 

Goal 4: IDENTIFY, DEVELOP, AND PROVIDE APPROPRIATE MENTAL HEALTH AND INTERDISCIPLINARY TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES FOR THOSE WORKING WITH 
JUVENILE OFFENDERS WITH MENTAL ILLNESS. 

Objectives 4a 
Provide support to and encourage appropriate training opportunities in collaboration with the courts, criminal justice, and mental health partners. 

1. Conduct two regional symposia for 
50 judges and court staff in each 
region. 

6/30/2012 In progress. 
• Initiated planning for the  
  2011 Youth Summit. 

Budget and travel 
restrictions may impact 
venue options in 2010-
2011. 

•  Potential partners to be 
identified January-June 
2011. 

•  Begin development of a 2-year 
educational plan. 

•  Youth Court Summit to be held at 
Chapman University June 2011; 
mental health issues to be 
address in course offerings; 150 
participants anticipated. 
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next six months 

2. Identify state and national 
education and outreach programs 
designed to enhance the 
effectiveness of case processing 
and outcomes for juvenile 
offenders with a mental illness. 

6/30/2012 On-going. None noted at this time. •  Resources and 
information being updated. 

•  Identify resources for education 
about juvenile mental health and 
juvenile court issues. 

•  Disseminate information about 
educational opportunities as it 
becomes available. 

Goal 5: DEVELOP A RESEARCH COMPONENT TO IDENTIFY OR DEVELOP BEST PRACTICES RELATED TO YOUTHS WITH MENTAL ILLNESS IN JUVENILE COURT. 

Objectives 5a 
Establish projects to identify and disseminate information about best practices for improving outcomes for youth with mental illness in juvenile court. 

1. Conduct a needs assessment to 
determine gaps in services. 

6/30/2012 In progress. 
Phase I survey of juvenile 
mental health courts 
completed.  

None noted at this time. • Resources and needs to 
be identified. 

•  Implement the 2-year work plan. 
•  Analyze initial data from Phase I 
survey and select 3 juvenile 
courts for in-depth review/visits. 

1. Develop web-based resource in 
consultation with DMH to improve 
interdisciplinary access to 
information and recommendations.

6/30/2012 Work plan being developed. None noted at this time. • Resources currently being 
identified. 

•  AOC will launch new website that 
includes links to DMH and other 
partners. 

1. Track and monitor the performance 
of special court-related programs 
designed to more effectively 
service juvenile court users with a 
mental illness. 

6/30/2012 In progress; annual updates. 
• Juvenile mental health courts 
rosters and data base 
updated. 

None noted at this time. •  Juvenile subcommittee of 
the TFCJCMHI 

•  Juvenile Law Advisory 
Committee 

•  Others to be identified 

•  Develop 2-year work plan.  
•  Schedule site visits to implement 
evidence-based practices in 
juvenile probation, including 
practices in mental health. 

 
 

Submit electronic copies of reports by January 31, 2011 to: 



6 

State Departments 
MHSA Progress Report* 

Fiscal Year 09-10 
Reporting Period: July 1–December 31, 2010 

JUVENILE PROJECT 
 

 

Debbie Manas 
Department of Mental Health  
Community Services Division 
Debbie.manas@dmh.ca.gov 
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